
53-5a-101.   Title.
This chapter is known as "Firearm Laws."

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 382, 2008 General Session

53-5a-102.   Uniform firearm laws.
(1)  The individual right to keep and bear arms being a constitutionally protected

right under Article I, Section 6 of the Utah Constitution, the Legislature finds the need to
provide uniform civil and criminal firearm laws throughout the state.

(2)  Except as specifically provided by state law, a local authority or state entity
may not:

(a)  prohibit an individual from owning, possessing, purchasing, selling,
transferring, transporting, or keeping a firearm at the individual's place of residence,
property, business, or in any vehicle lawfully in the individual's possession or lawfully
under the individual's control; or

(b)  require an individual to have a permit or license to purchase, own, possess,
transport, or keep a firearm.

(3)  In conjunction with Title 76, Chapter 10, Part 5, Weapons, this section is
uniformly applicable throughout this state and in all its political subdivisions and
municipalities.

(4)  All authority to regulate firearms is reserved to the state except where the
Legislature specifically delegates responsibility to local authorities or state entities.

(5)  Unless specifically authorized by the Legislature by statute, a local authority
or state entity may not enact, establish, or enforce any ordinance, regulation, rule, or
policy pertaining to firearms that in any way inhibits or restricts the possession or use of
firearms on either public or private property.

(6)  As used in this section:
(a)  "firearm" has the same meaning as defined in Section 76-10-501; and
(b)  "local authority or state entity" includes public school districts, public schools,

and state institutions of higher education.
(7)  Nothing in this section restricts or expands private property rights.

Amended by Chapter 278, 2013 General Session

53-5a-103.   Discharge of firearm on private property -- Liability.
(1)  Except as provided under Subsection (2), a private property owner, who

knowingly allows a person who has a permit to carry a concealed firearm under Section
53-5-704 to bring the firearm onto the owner's property, is not civilly or criminally liable
for any damage or harm resulting from the discharge of the firearm by the permit holder
while on the owner's property.

(2)  Subsection (1) does not apply if the property owner solicits, requests,
commands, encourages, or intentionally aids the concealed firearm permit holder in
discharging the firearm while on the owner's property.

Enacted by Chapter 339, 2010 General Session



53-5a-104.   Firearm transfer certification.
(1)  As used in this section:
(a)  "Certification" means the participation and assent of the chief law

enforcement officer necessary under federal law for the approval of the application to
transfer or make a firearm.

(b)  "Chief law enforcement officer" means any official the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, or any successor agency, identifies by regulation or
otherwise as eligible to provide any required certification for the making or transfer of a
firearm.

(c)  "Firearm" has the same meaning as provided in the National Firearms Act, 6
U.S.C. Sec. 5845(a).

(2)  A chief law enforcement officer may not make a certification under this
section that the chief law enforcement officer knows to be untrue.  The chief law
enforcement officer may not refuse to provide certification based on a generalized
objection to private persons or entities making, possessing, or receiving firearms or any
certain type of firearm, the possession of which is not prohibited by law.

(3)  Upon receiving a federal firearm transfer form a chief law enforcement officer
or the chief law enforcement officer's designee shall provide certification if the
applicant:

(a)  is not prohibited by law from receiving or possessing the firearm; or
(b)  is not the subject of a proceeding that could result in the applicant being

prohibited by law from receiving or possessing the firearm.
(4)  The chief law enforcement officer, the chief law enforcement officer's

designee, or official signing the federal transfer form shall:
(a)  return the federal transfer form to the applicant within 15 calendar days; or
(b)  if the applicant is denied, provide to the applicant the reasons for denial in

writing within 15 calendar days.
(5)  Chief law enforcement officers and their employees who act in good faith

when acting within the scope of their duties are immune from liability arising from any
act or omission in making a certification as required by this section.  Any action taken
against a chief law enforcement officer or an employee shall be in accordance with Title
63G, Chapter 7, Governmental Immunity Act of Utah.

Enacted by Chapter 431, 2014 General Session


